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MGOR  MB  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OE  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1967. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

II4C0R  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  conditions  of  the 
Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 

The  Report  is  drawn  upon  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  l/68  (Wales). 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  estimated  for  1 9^7 


17,780 


Area  (Consisting  of  25  parishes)  (Acres) 


39,934 


Number  of  inhabit at ed  houses 


5,515 


Rateable  Value  (As  at  the  1st  April,  1968) 


£2,344,252 


Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


9,509 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Number  (Male  183)  (Female  159)  342 

Rate  per  1,000  population  21.73 

Illegitimate  live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  4.68 

Stillbirths 

Number  ( Male  2)  (Female  0)  2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  5.81 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths  344 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infants  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  6 

Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  35*08 

Legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27*6 

Illegitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  62.5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks)  per 

1,000  total  live  births  8.77 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 week)  per 

1,000  total  live  births  8.77 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined)  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  14*53 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  17*13 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  17*2 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  16.99 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14*8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  21.82 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18.3 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  14*88 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  0.49 

DEATH  RATE 


The  Number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  173 

(Male  107)  (Female  66)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  10.43 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.2 

Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  12.87 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36  headings  based 
on  the  abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases;  Injuries . and  Causes  of  Death,  1948* 

M.  F. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  2 4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  - 2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  9 5 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  - 1 

Diabetes  1 1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  9 10 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  35  11 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  8 11 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  5 5 

Pneumonia  8 3 

Bronchitis  7 2 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined.  Diseases  7 11 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  1 

All  Other  Accidents  2 

Suicide  1 

Totals  _107 66 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  three  Public  Health  Inspectors 
(whole  ' tine  Officers). 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the 
Welsh  Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  administration  of  the 
Services  under  Part  III,  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services s- 


(1) 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2) 

Midwifery  Services. 

(3) 

Health  Visiting. 

(4) 

Hone  Nursing. 

(5) 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6) 

Ambulance  Services . 

(7) 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 

Aftercare . 

(8) 

Domestic  Help 

(9) 

Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental 

Treatment  Act 

and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 
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PARTICULARS  OP  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH 

A.-  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Served 

Bishton 

182 

182 

520 

520 

Coedkernew 

56 

51 

170 

153 

Duffryn 

98 

92 

280 

260 

Goldcliff 

68 

64 

220 

207 

Graig 

716 

687 

2225 

2137 

Henllys 

110 

92 

310 

249 

Kemeys  Inferior 

47 

24 

150 

72 

Langs tone 

707 

692 

2244 

2194 

34 

Llandavenny 

10 

10 

34 

Llanmartin 

100 

96 

320 

307 

Llanvaches 

84 

35 

250 

84 

Llanwern 

102 

102 

305 

305 

Lower  Machen 

44 

16 

145  ' 

50 

Magor 

189 

189 

580 

580 

Marshf ield 

295 

287 

1025 

998 

146 

Mi chae 1 s t one -y-Fe dw 

67 

54 

190 

Nash 

92 

89 

570 

560 

Penhow 

122 

102 

395 

327 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

62 

59 

200 

190 

Redwick 

58 

56 

165 

158 

Rogers tone 

1880 

1858 

6110 

6036 

196 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

81 

65 

250 

St.  Mellons 

320 

313 

1045 

1022 

Whitson 

20 

18 

60 

53 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

17 

17 

B.  - Private  Supplies. 

Coedkernew  As  Above  5 


Duffryn 

Goldcliff 

Graig 

Henllys 

Kemeys  Inferior 

Langs tone 

Llanmartin 

Llanvaches 

Lower  Machen 

Marshfield 

Michaels tone-y-Fedw 

Nash 

Penhow 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

Redwick 

Rogers tone 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

St.  Mellons 

Whitson 


6 

4 

29 

18 

23 

15 
4 

49 

28 

8 

13 

3 

20 

3 

2 

22 

16 
7 
2 


5.515  5>515- 


As  Above 


I7i780 


17 

20 

13 

88 

61 

78 

50 

13 

166 

95 

27 

44 

10 

68 

10 

7 

74 

54 

23 

7 


17,780 


HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  years 

32 


(i) 

(ii) 


By  the  Local  Authority 
By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 


129 


PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DUSEASES 


Where  necessary  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  on  receipt  of  notification 
from  local  General  Practioners.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are 
made  for  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  if  such 
accommodation  is  available. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Clytha  Square, 
Newport,  Mon. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  relating  to  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation,  Diptheria  Immunisation  and  Poliomyelitis  and  Smallpox 
Vaccination,  also  Tetanus  Injections  performed  during  the  year  1967 
in  respect  of  the  Council's  areas 


POLIOMYELITIS 


ORAL  VACCINATIONS  REINFORCING  DOSES 


CLINIC 

Firsts 

Seconds 

c— 

VO 

CSV 

vo 

vo 

OV 

V 

LTV 

VO 

o\ 

T— 

V£> 

a\ 

V— 

ro 

v£) 

L 

Others 

under 
age  16 

VO 

VO 

CSV 

T— 

irv 

VO 

ov 

*3" 

VO 

ov 

rn 

VO 

1 

O 

VO 

OV 

V 

Others 

under 
; age  16 

LANGSTONE 

16 

16 

2 

9 

5 

18 

LLANMARTIN 

67 

67 

6 

35 

10 

5 

11 

44 

ROGERSTONE 

80 

80 

6 

66 

2 

1 

4 

1 

63 

MOBILE  VAN 

80 

80 

10 

50 

9 

3 

5 

3 

45 

i 

1 

TOTALS 

243 

243 

24 

160 

26 

9 

20 

4 

170 

under 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


A^e 

at 

date  of  "Vaccination 

Primary 

0 

- 

3 

months 

- 

3 

- 

6 

it 

2 

6 

- 

9 

u 

1 

9 

- 

12 

11 

1 

1 

year 

76 

2 

- 

4 

11 

20 

5 

- 

15 

11 

- 

TRIPLE  ANTIGEN  L.O.B. 


Year  of  Birth  Primary 

1967  67 

1966  111 

1965  16 

1964  7 

I960  - 1963  12 

Others  under  16  years  5 


TETANUS  / LIPTHERIA 


Year  of  Birth  Primary 

1967  27 

1966  6 

1965  3 

1964  1 

196^  - 1963  5 

Others  under  16  years  1 


LIPTHERIA 


Year  of  Birth  Primary 

1967  1 

1966 
1965 
1964 

I960  - 1963  1 

Others  under  16  years 


TETANUS 


Year  of  Birth  Primary 

1967 

1966 

1965  1 

1964 

I960  - 1963  2 

Others  under  16  years  3 


Re -vaccination 


1 

3 


Re -vaccination 


30 

134 

20 

57 

1 


Re -vaccination 
1 

13 

10 

5 

73 

2 


Re -vaccination 


Re-vaccination 


7 

5 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1967* 


Age 

Groups 


Total 


0 

X years 

1 

- 

5 

11 

5 

- 

15 

it 

15 

- 

25 

11 

25 

- 

35 

35 

- 

45 

11 

45 

- 

65 

I! 

65 

and 

over 

New  Cases 


Deaths 


Pulmonary 
M F 


Non 

Pulmonary 
F 


-p 
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Pulmonary 
F 


Non 

Pulmonary 
F 


rH 

-P 

O 

Eh 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares  favourably  with 
other  areas.  The  continued  low  figures  of  the  occurence  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  district  are  a source  of  satisfaction. 


FOOD  POISONING 


Notifications  in  respect  of  four  suspected  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
were  received  from  local  praptioners  during  the  year.  However,  no  case 
was  confirmed  upon  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  E.  P.  HOWELLS,  M.B.,  B.Sc. (Lond) . , 

D.P.H. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Council  Offices, 

Bone  swell, 

Newport,  Mon. 

NPT  4ST 

Telephones  Newport  64 181. 
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MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  19&7* 

In  spite  of  the  immense  progress  made  by  inspectors  in  the  field  of 
public  health  in  the  last  20  years  or  so  in  relation  to  slum  clearance, 
housing  and  in  the  food  industry,  there  is  still  a great  deal  to  be 
done.  Moreover  because  of  the  larger  number  of  new  aspects  of 
environmental  health  that  now  face  the  public  health  inspector,  the 
standard  of  technical  knowledge  and  ability  has  to  be  of  a higher 
standard  in  order  to  deal  with  them. 

It  is  therefore  imperative  that  the  Health  Department  be  abreast  with 
the  times  and  to  work  for  a suitable  place  in  the  local  government 
hieracrhy. 

Public  health  work  is  of  immense  importance  to  the  community  and  for 
this  reason  it  is  essential  that  public  health  inspectors  fulfil  their 
duties  with  enthusiasm  and  dedication. 

Problems  created  in  housing  by  the  shortage  of  accommodation  in  some 
places,  and  by  the  poor  structural  condition  of  obsolescent  dwellings, 
both  of  these  facets,  of  the  problem,  need  a special  approach.  More 
and  more  houses  will  ultimately  be  dealth  with  under  the  categories  of 
poor  quality  and  obsolescence  and  changes  could  be  expected  in  the 
methods  of  dealing  with  each  property  through  further  legislation. 

One  must  bear  in  mind  that  a certain  vision  is  essential  and  it 
should  always  be  remembered  that  houses  are  not  just  structures  but 
homes,  and  social  conditions  are  important  and  inseparable  from  details 
of  general  housing  surveys. 

I feel  that  what  is  now  required  to  improve  the  standard  of  housing 
is  an  urgent  appraisal  of  the  situation  and  an  overhaul  and  consolidation 
of  housing  legislation  which  is  now  scattered  throughout  a number  of 
Acts  of  Parliament. 
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A careful  study  should  be  made  of  the  relative  economics  of  clearance 
and  redevelopment  on  the  one  hand  and  the  repair  and  modernisation  on  the 
other.  One  of  the  difficulties  facing  a public  health  inspector  when 
deciding  whether  a house  was  worth  repairing  was  the  very  old  and  long- 
standing question  of  ' reasonable  expense  ' . 

The  procedure  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1 964 , proved  to  be  cumbersome  and  time  cc  suming,  and 
progress, by  the  use  of  these  powers  had  been  slower  than  had  been 
anticipated.  The  Act  enabled  the  local  authority  to  serve  Improvement 
Notices  on  houses  upo  the  representation  of  a tenant,  but  no  such 
application  was  received. 

There  is  a need  for  the  revision  of  the  criteria  for  deciding  whether 
a house  was  no  longer  fit  for  habitation,  for  the  old  standards  no  longer 
meet  the  present  problems.  It  is  necessary  to  start  from  the  first 
principles  in  the  relationship  between  human  beings  and  their 
environment  in  order  to  define  what  is  unfit  for  present  day  living. 

During  the  year  220  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  improvement 
grants  and  708  visits  carried  out  in  connection  with  rural  housing 
surveys . 

Six  Standard  Grants  and  29  Discretionary  Grants  were  approved  during 
the  year. 

On  6th  October,  the  Department  was  unfortunate  to  lose  the  services 
of  Mr.  G.  Ashford,  who  resigned  to  take  up  another  appointment  with 
Waltham  Holy  Cross  Urban  District  Council.  Mr.  Ashford  was  an 
enthusiastic  and  industrious  worker  and  we  v/ere  sorry  to  lose  his 
valuable  service  to  the  authority. 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  the  result  of  30 


Informal  Notices  served  upon  the  owners  concerned s- 

Number  of  walls  made  damproCf  14 

" " sashcords  provided  to  windows  5 

” " windows  and  window  frames  repaired  7 

" " roofs  repaired  . 6 

" " gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  8 

" " doors  repaired  or  renewed  3 
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Number  of 

I!  tt 

11  11 

11  II 

11  It 

II  II 

II  H 

II  l» 

II  II 

II  II 

It  II 

II  II 

II  II 

II  II 


doors  repaired  or  renewed 
floors  repaired  or  renewed 
ceilings  repaired 
skirting  boards  repaired 
blocked  drains  cleared 
chimneys  repaired 
sinks  provided 

\7.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service 
water  pipes  repaired 

77. C.  pans  and  17. C.  structures  repaired 
or  renewed 

grates  repaired  or  renewed 
cesspools  made  good 
new  cesspools  provided 
new  drains  provided 
drains  re laid 


3 

4 

4 

5 

14 

3 
1 

4 

3 

2 

8 

3 

4 
3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


All  cases  of  notified  diseases  were  visited  and  investigated  and 
terminal  disinfestation  carried  when  necessary. 

Visits  made  ...  » • « « » « 

Houses  disinfected  ...  •••  Nil 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  • • . Nil 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949* 


Once  again  the  Department  had  a busy  time  with  with  work  relating  to 
the  eradication  of  vermin. 

I think  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  extermination  of  rats  is  certainly 
one  of  the  less  glamourous  sides  in  public  health  work  and  one  of  the  least 
publicised. 

Basically,  the  common  poison  used  on  surface  treatments,  is  warfarin, 
which  up  to  the  present  has  had  satisfactory  results.  The  last  treatment 
of  the  public  sewers  was  with  fluoroacetamide  which  was  really  effective 
indeed. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  work  in  this  particular  field  is  certainly  on 
the  increase,  since  the  public  is  now  becoming  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
service  given  by  the  local  authority  is  free,  a reasonable  charge  being 
made  for  treatments  of  business  premises.  But,  I hasten  to  add,  that 
the  public  is  also  aware  of  this  responsibility  towards  society,  inasmuch 
as  the  rodent  is,  not  only  the  cause  of  a great  deal  of  wastage  of  food, 
but  a potential  carrier  of  deadly  disease.  This  danger  will  always  be 
present  as  long  as  the  vermin  remain  alive,  with  the  result  that 
responsible  persons  on  realizing  the  danger,  without  hesitation  take 
immediate  steps  to  put  the  wheels  in  motion,  with  a view  of  eradication. 


It  is  evident  that  we  must  always  be  vigilant  and  keep  a watchful 
eye  on  the  situation. 


Again,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  prompt  and 
valuable  assistance  given  by  Mr.  R.  V/.  Braithwaite , Pests  Specialist,  of 
the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


The  following  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Rodent  Operative  during  the 

year i - 


N on- Agr i cul tur al  Agricultural 


Number  of  properties  in  district 

5130 

455 

a. 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification. 

612 

32 

b. 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

593 

32 

(ii)  Mice 

19 

£ 

a • 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 
rats  and/or  mice  for  reasonas  other  than 

notification. 

390 

- 

b. 

Number  infested  by  • (i)  Rats 

380 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

10 

- 

Other  work  -undertaken  by  the  Department  during  the  year,  concerned 
complaints  in  respect  of  the  followings- 

12  requests  to  remove  swarms/casts  of  bees  and  ?ra,sps,  14  requests 
to  eradicate  ants  from  dwellings,  1 request  to  remove  bats  from  roof  space, 

1 request  to  eradicate  an  infestation  of  flies,  4 requests  to  treat  premises 
for  crawling  insects,  and  1 request  to  bury  a dead  dog.  A request  was  also 
recieved  from  the  Gwent  Police  to  bury  the  carcase  of  a dead  swan  found  in 
the  Goldcliff  area. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains s- 
(i)  Direct  to  all  houses  . . . 5230 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  8 


PIPED  SUPPLIES 


55  Samples  of  treated  water  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  - 52  of  which  proved  satisfactory  and  3 unsatisfactory.  These 
samples  were  taken  from  dwellings  supplied  by  the  Cardiff  City  and  Newport 
aad  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Boards. 

A further  7 samples  of  untreated  water  were  also  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  - 1 of  which  proved  satisfactory  and  6 
unsatisfactory. 

230  Samples  were  taken  from  premises  within  the  Rural  District  by  the 
Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board.  21 6 of  these  samples  proved 
satisfactory  and  14  were  unsatisfactory. 

161  Connection  from  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board 
mains  were  made  in  19^75  all  of  which  were  to  new  houses. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  relating 
to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  .ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  are  7 butchers  shops  within  the  area.  There  are  no  licensed 
private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  for  sale  in  these  shops  being  collected 
from  neighbouring  public  and  private  slaughterhouses. 
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One  application  was  received  for  a licence  to  slaughter  pigs  only, 
which  was  granted  by  the  Council. 


CARAVAN  SITES  & CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960. 


The  countryside  always  attracts  caravan  dwellers  of  all  types  and 
as  a result  it  is  always  necessary  to  maintain  a continual  inspection 
of  the  area  so  that  unlicenced  land  is  not  used  for  that  purpose. 
Remarkably  enough  nearly  all  the  nearby  dwellings  in  permanent  abode 
constantly  contact  the  office  as  soon  as  any  caravan  dweller  has 
decided  to  camp,  and  any  local  authority  Officer  who  has  become 
involved  in  the  need  to  remove  these  itinerants,  will  know  what  a 
difficult  problem  it  can  be.  Even  when  a caravan  has  moved  on,  the 
knowledge  remains  that  the  nuisance  has  merely  been  transferred  to  a 
neighbouring  district. 

It  would  seem  that-  time,  tolerance  and  education  on  their  own  is 
not  enough.  There  is  certainly  a need  for  new  legislation. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  been  gathering 
information  on  the  problem  of  1 itinerants  ' (from  local  authorities) 
following  Circulars  issued  the  previous  year  and  mention  has  been  made 
of  the  possibility  of  legislation  in  due  course.  The  Circular 

contained  a wealth  of  information  on  the  ' gipsy  1 population,  their 
locations  and  the  problem  arising  from  individual  and  collective 
habits  and  occupations. 

The  Ministry  has  given  a broad  definition  of  what  is  meant* 
officially  by  the  term  ' gipsy  1 . It  includes  all  the  so-called 
gipsies  and  other  travelling  people  who  live  in  caravans,  tents  or 
huts  and  who  make  a living  by  trading  and  casual  work,  but  not  gipsies 
living  in  houses,  showmen  or  members  of  a settled  community. 

Local  authorities  are  again,  being  urged  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  to  provide  camping  sites  for  gipsies,  but  have  been 
disappointed  that  very  few  indeed  have  taken  action  to  provide  sites  as 
a result  of  Circulars  already  sent  out. 

However,  it  would  appear  that  the  position  is  likely  to  be  reviewed 
in  the  light  of  results  obtained  from  a second  series  of  Circulars. 
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The  Ministry  published  it's  Report  ' Gipsies  and  Other  Travellers,' 
the  first  comprehensive  study  ever  done  on  the  subject.  The  Report,  is 
based  on  a census  taken  in  1965  and  reviews  the  life,  numbers  and 
problems  of  gipsies  and  comments  on  the  attitude  towards  them  by  the 
settled  population. 

Dealing  with  gipsies  and  difficulties  in  finding  stopping  places, 
the  Report  states  that  more  than  50 76  of  the  gipsy  fa  ilies  live  on  sites 
where  at  some  time,  preventative  action  has  been  taken  by  the  local 
authority  and  that  only  l/5th  of  the  gipsy  families  live  on  sites 
licensed  or  provided  by  local  authorities. 

There  are  five  licensed  sites  within  the  Rural  District  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  a satisfactory  solution  will  be  forthcoming  in 
connection  with  the  site  at  Pye  Comer,  Nash. 

The  following  are  the  five  licensed  sites s- 

Pye  Comer  Caravan  Site,  Nash  - 

Lighthouse  Caravan  Site,  St.  Brides 

Seaways  Caravan  Park,  St.  Brides 

Church  House  Inn  Site,  St.  Brides  " . 

Lower  House  Farm,  Coedkemew 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


All  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  were  regularly 
visited  throughout  the  year,  carrying  out  410  inspections  with  special 
regard  to  the  followings - 

22  Canteens,  77  Shops  and  36  Public  Houses. 

A great  deal  of  change  has  taken  place  during  the  last  twenty  years 
or  so  in  the  food  industry  and  with  the  eating  habits  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  This  has  resulted  in  the  many  different  kinds  of  food 
being  consumed  and  changed  methods  of  manufacture  and  the  ever 
increasing  use  of  preservatives  and  additives. 

These  changes  have  been  accompanied  by  increased  legislation  to  be 
enforced  by  the  local  authorities,  which  has  resulted  in  additional  work 
and  duties  for  the  public  health  inspectors,  particularly  in  the  field  of 
food  inspection  and  sampling. 


225  Caravans. 

60  Caravans. 
120  Caravans. 
14  Caravans. 
6 Caravans. 
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It  is  ‘becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  food  problems  will 
inevitably  remain  with  us  for  a very  long  time  to  come  because  the 
need  for  good  food  hygiene  is  always  endangered  by  the  human 
factor.  For  this  reason  alone,  there  will  always  be  a constant 
need  for  food  inspection. 

The  need  for  continuous  surveillance  of  food  premises  and 
personnel  has  always  been  accepted,  but  it  is  always  disappointing 
to  find  indications  of  lack  of  supervision  in  some  controlled 
premises.  The  Department  in  an  effort  to  improve  this  unsatisfactory 
condition  is  ever  ready  to  make  the  necessary  approaches  emphasizing 
the  responsibility  of  the  persons  concerned. 

Much  progress  in  this  field  depends  on  educational  measures  to 
enlighten  management,  the  food  handler  and  the  public. 

I feel  that  the  use  of  bacteriological  standards  is  always  a slow 
process  and  whilst  the  decision  from  them  takes  time  to  be  evaluated, 
I’m  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  answer  lies  with  the  public  health 
inspector  whose  approach  should  be  to  try  and  improve  the  handling, 
storage  and  transportation  methods.  A great  improvement  can  be 
achieved  merely  by  insisting  that,  at  every  stage  cleanliness  must 
be  observed,  handling  times  are  kept  down  to  the  minimum  and  correct 
storage  methods  are  used. 

In  addition,  I also  feel  that  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
which  requires  the  registration  of  certain  premises  only  should  be 
extended  to  require  the  registration  of  all  premises  involved  in  the 
handling  of  food. 

The  public  health  inspector  has  been  inspecting  canned  foods  and 
unsound  food  on  a properly  organised  scale  for  quite  a long  time. 

The  form  of  inspection  has  remained  fundamentaly  the  same  throughout 
the  years,  but  the  canning  industry  especially  has  changed  it’s 
methods  many  times  during  the  same  period. 

Many  visits  were  made  to  the  Warehouse  premises  of  Messrs.  Wm. 

Evans  and  Company,  Limited,  Rogerstone,  in  connection  with  the 
Voluntary  Surrender  of  unsound  food,  and ' the ' issuing  of  the 
Condemnation  Certificates  by  "the  Department. 
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The  following  articles  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  during  the 


year  1967 
Tinned  Soups 

66 

tins . 

Banish  Gammons 

32 

lbs . 

" Baby  Poods 

13 

tins . 

" Bacon 

32 

lbs . 

" Fruit 

25 

tins . 

" Tongue 

8 

lbs. 

" Milk 

7 

tins . 

" Pork  Roll 

7 

tins. 

" Baked  Beans 

60 

tins . 

" Old  Oak  Ham 

103 

lbs. 

" Creamed  Rice 

6 

tins . 

" Luncheon  Meat 

8 

lbs. 

Steak  & Kidney  Pies 

11 

lbs. 

" Skinless  Ham 

20 

lbs. 

Beef  Hindquarter 

152 

1 03  . 

Beef  Steak  & Gravy 

9 

tins. 

Coined  Beef 

31 

lbs. 

Braised  Beef  & Onions 

5 

tins. 

Stewed  Steak 

5 

lbs . 

Chopped  Ham 

7 

tins. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

4 

tins 

Frozen  Cod  Fillets 

7 

lbs . 

Frozen  Braised  Beef 

3 

boxes . 

Jellied  Veal 

6 

lbs. 

" Rainbow  Trout 

6 

boxes . 

King  Prawns/Frozen 

3 

trays 

" Bacon  Fingers 

1 

box. 

Banish  Bacon 

18 

lbs. 

" Fish  Steaks 

30 

pkts . 

Frozen  Peas 

22 

boxes 

" Mixed  Vegetables 

1 

pkt . 

" Sprouts 

17 

pkts. 

" Smoked  Haddock 

6 

pkts . 

" Peas-Polybag 

1 

pkt. 

" Hake  Fillets 

6 

pkts . 

" Sliced  Beans 

20 

pkts. 

" Cod  Fillets 

20 

pkts . 

" Scampi 

2 

pkts. 

" Plaice  Fillets 

3 

pkts . 

" Fish  Cakes 

11 

pkts. 

" Cod  Steaks 

3 

pkts . 

" Puff  Pastry 

3 

pkts. 

" Faggots 

3 

trays . 

" Sliced  Beef 

4 

pkts. 

M Curried  Beef 

2 

pkts  o 

" Beefburghers 

19 

pkts . 

Tinned  Processed  Peas 

1 

tins 

Mint  Imperials 

7 

lbs. 

Wine  Gums  6 lbs. 


All  condemned  foodstuffs  are  taken  to  the  nearest  refuse  tip  and 
buried  under  the  supervision  of  the  public  health  inspector. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 


The  poultry  trade  is  fast  becoming  important  in  the  field  of  the 
food  industry,  a fact  where  in  the  past  it  was  regarded  as  a somewhat 
luxury  for  the  food  table,  it  is  now  more  or  less  a common  occurrence 
in  the  every  day  fare  of  the  public.  Inasmuch  as  this  industry  is 
expanding,  it  brings  work  and  more  responsibility,  such  as  the  need  for 
more  inspection  and  also  interest  in  matters  connected  with  the  evidence 
and  control  of  poultry  diseases. 
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This  aspect  will  certainly  grow  in  the  near  future  and  the  ante 
mortem  symptoms  will  become  obviously  important. 

The  fact  that  the  poultry  trade  has  become  increasingly  organised, 
this  in  itself  has  made  the  treatment  of  diseased  conditions  of 
permanent  importance  to  the  producer  and  factory  owner.  It  is  a 
realistic  responsibility  for  them  to  see  that  a system  must  be 
undertaken  to  allow  only  the  best  to  go  forward  to  become  table 
birds.  All  this  relates  to  what  the  food  inspector  is  called  upon 
to  evaluate  when  he  is  concerned  with  the  post  mortem  examination  of 
poultry. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  poultry  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  Department  during  the  year  5- 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  2 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  35 

Total  number  of  birds  prevessed  during  the  year  107 >500 

Type  of  birds  proeessed  Hens/Capons 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  2.7 % 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  3024  lbs 


LIQUID  EGO  (PASTEURISATION)  PECULATIONS,  1963. 

The  factory  at  Rogerstone,  under  the  ownership  of  Messrs.  Wick  and 
Company  (Egg  Products)  Limited,  producing  liquid  egg,  is  visited  weekly 
and  samples  are  taken  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 

Service. 

The  family  diet  today,  invariably  includes  liquid  egg  as  an 
important  ingredient  of  food  and  thus  special  care  must  be  taken  as  to 
the  fitness  of  this  ingredient.  The  local  authority  has  control  over 
premises  producing  liquid  egg,  under  the  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation) 
Regulations,  1963,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1964* 

These  regulations  prohibit  the  use  of  liquid  egg  as  an  ingredient 
in  the  preparation  of  food  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  or 
the  import  into  England  and  Wales,  with  a view  of  such  use  unless  it 
has  been  pasteurised  in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 
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Legislation  has  been  introduced  because  of  the  number  of  samples 
taken  in  the  past,  were  found  to  be  infected  with  Salmonella, 
particularly  Salmonella  Typhimurium. 

The  very  nature  of  the  material  processed  demands  the  highest 
standards  of  hygiene  of  the  premises,  plant  and  equipment,  methods 
of  processing  and  personal  hygiene. 

The  method  of  pasteurisation  is  a process  of  semi-sterilization 
by  heat  which  has  been  used  for  other  foodstuffs  e.g. , milk  etc.  The 
object  of  pasteurisation  is  to  forestall  the  activities  of  micro- 
organisms generally  and  so  prevent  spoilage  and  deterioration  in  the 
final  product  and  also  the  organisms  known  to  be  pathogenic  to  man 
which  are  not  necessarily  heat-resistant  but  can  be  destroyed  by  the 
heating  process  without  affecting  the  quality  of  the  product. 

Eighty- three  visits  were  made  to  the  factory  at  Rogers tone, 
resulting  in  42  samples  of  liquid  egg  being  taken  for  analysis  as 
required  by  the  Regulations. 

All  samples  satisfied 'the  Alpha-amylase  test. 

Fourty-one  samples  of  imported  whites  of  shell  eggs  were  also 
taken  for  analysis,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Management  of  the  Rogerstone  factory 
are  taking  the  most  stringent  precautions  to  produce  a satisfactory 
Product . 


THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

THE  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1959  - 19&3* 


A great  deal  of  development  in  the  ice-cream  industry  has  occurred 
over  a number  of  years  which  has  resulted  in  * legislation  * being 
introduced  as  far  back  as  1 947  > followed  by  further  lav/s  realting  to 
compositional  standards  in  1953,  which  were  all  brought  up  to  date  in 

1959. 

Improvements  are  going  on  all  the  time,  both  with  machinery  and 
raw  materials  . Research  is  also  being  carried  out  on  fundamental 
work  on  the  effect  of  processing  on  various  ingredients  in  ice-cream 
with  a consideration  of  bacterial  control,  but  I feel  that  one 
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important  hazard  that  the  ice-cream  manufacturer  has  to  face,  is  that 
of  the  staff.  In  these  days  of  full  employment,  the  catering 
establishment  has  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  employees,  and 
even  when  they  are  available,  they  are  not  too  unduly  hygiene  conscious, 
and  too  often  fail  to  understand  the  special  needs  of  ice-cream 
handling. 

This  sets  up  special  problems  for  the  trader  where  perhaps  a none 
too  satisfactory  grade  of  ice-cream  is  found,  it  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
the  handler  and  not  the  manufacturer.  Generally  speaking,  the  ice- 
cream manufacturer  today  is  fully  alive  to  his  responsibilities.  With 
regard  to  the  moble  trade,  many  drastic  changes  have  taken  place,  insofar 
that  they  can  be  almost  classified  as  complete  factories  on  wheels.  These 
modem  vehicles  carry  all  the  equipment  necessary  to  generate  electricity 
for  the  soft-serve  freezers,  and  they  dispense  soft  ice-cream  as  and  when 
required.  This  in  turn  has  brought  attendant  problems,  as  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  the  proper  cleansing  of  the  freezer.  However,  all 
registered  premises  and  as  far  as  I'm  aware,  all  mobile  vehicles  visiting 
the  area,  were  inspected  and  on  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
formal  action. 

Thirty-five  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  and  twenty-seven 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  proved 
satisfactory. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


Once  again  the  milk  industry  received  much  time  and  attention  from 
the  Department,  a portion  of  which  was  spent  on  the  misuse  of  the  milk 
container.  Unfortunately,  it  appears  that  with  many  irresponsible 
persons,  the  milk  bottle  is  the  ideal  vessel  for  storing  liquids  such 
as  paraffin  etc.,  and  moreover,  large  numbers  were  left  on  building 
sites,  thrown  into  hedges  and  ditches  or  finally  discarded  into  the 
dustbin. 

The  task  of  the  dairy  is  to  ensure  that  none  of  these  maltreated 
bottles  are  filled  with  milk  before  being  properly  cleansed  and 
sterilized,  is  certainly  one  exactitude  and  worry. 

Complaints  are  still  being  received  by  the  Department,  but  compared 
with  the  number  of  bottles  in  daily  use,  the  number  of  complaints  were 
very  small  indeed. 


.23 


Fortunately,  no  legal  action  was  undertaken  "by  the  Department  for 
dirty  bottles. 

I feel  that  the?  mlik  bottle  is  fast  becoming  obsolete  and 
outdated.  The  time  to  introduce  the  non-returnable  container  is 
long  overdue.  However,  consumer  predjudice  is  still  one  of  the  main 
problems  to  overcome.  We  advanced  from  the  jug  and  the  open  pail  to 
the  glass  bottle.  From  the  bottle  to  the  non-returnable  container 
should  not  be  so  difficult  with  so  many  advantages  to  advocate.  On 
the  grounds  of  hygiene  alone,  the  public  health  inspector  would  welcome 
the  change  and  it  would  certainly  minimize  the  attendant  problems  of 
foreign  bodies  and  dirty  conditions  which  could  so  often  lead  to  legal 
proceedings. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


All  premises  registered  with  the  local  authority  have  received  a 
general  inspection  during  the  year  and  no  difficulty  was  found  generally 
in  securing  compliance  with  the  Act.  Only  a very  small  minority  showing 
any  real  reluctance  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

During  the  course  of  the  inspections,  variations  were  found  in  the 
standards  of  cleanliness  by  the  owners  of  premises,  but  in  general, 
cleanliness  was  found  to  be  of  a very  high  level,  especially  in  shops 
which  were  also  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 

It  was  usually  only  necessary  to  give  written  notice  of  deficiencies, 
such  as  the  absence  of  a thermometer,  or  first  aid  kit  and  the  employers 
co-operated  by  fulfilling  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  The 
employers  appreciated  this  informal  approach.  The  lower  standards  of 
cleanliness  were  usually  found  in  parts  of  offices,  or  shops  not  seen  by 
the  public?  older  buildings  generally  were  less  satisfactory  than  new 
buildings.  On  the  whole,  I would  say  that  there  is  very  little  out  of 
alignment  with  the  Act. 

Six  minor  accidents  were  reported  to  the  local  authority  during  the 
year?  these  were  investigated  by  the  Department  to  ascertain  and  determine 
whether  any  breach  of.  the  Act  had  been  committed,  action  by  the  Department 
was  not  deemed  necessary,  resulting  in  no  legal  proceedings  being 
instituted. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  registrations  received  and  the 
number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  B - NUMBER  OP  VISITS  OP  ALL  K3NBS  (INCLUDING  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS)  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OP  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OP  YEAR 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928  - i960. 


As  the  local  authority,  is  the  licensing  authority  under  the 
Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928,  much  work  is  carried  out  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  There  is  s close  working  liason 
with  the  Fire  Department  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  inasmuch 
as  a member  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Section  is  more  or  less  available 
to  the  local  authority  at  any  time  with  their  valuable  assistance  and 
co-operation. 

By  petroleum  spirit  is  mean't,  petroleum  which  when  tested  in  the 
manner  set  down  in  Part  II  of  the  2nd  Schedule  of  the  Petroleum 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1928,  gives  off  an  inflammable  vapour  at  a 
temperature  of  less  than  73°F» 

A petroleum  licence  is  one  which  authorises  the  keeping  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  is  granted  by  a licensing  authority  or  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Notice  must  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
by  the  occupants  of  premises  causing  personal  injury  or  loss  of  life 
through  fire  or  explosion  of  petroleum  spirit. 

The  principal  Act,  however,  gives  exemptions  to  certain  cases 
resulting  in  no  licence  being  required  for  the  storage  of  such  spirit 
in  the  following  circumstances s- 

(i)  Petroleum  Spirit  held  for  the  service  of  the  Crown. 

(ii)  Petroleum  Spirit  held  either  for  private  use  or  for 

sale  under  Section  (l)  of  the  Act,  provided  it  is  kept 
in  separate  glass,  earthenware  or  metal  vessels,  securely 
stoppered  and  containing  not  more  than  one  pint  in  each 
vessel,  and  the  aggregate  amount  kept,  would  not,  if  the 
whole  content  of  the  vessel  were  in  bottles,  amount  to  not 
more  than  three  gallons. 

(iii)  Petroleum  Spirit  held  and  used  by  persons  intending  to  use 

it  for  the  purpose  of  any  motor  vehicle,  motor-boat  or 
aircraft  or  of  a specified  class  of  engine,  not  either 
wholly  or  partly  for  the  purposes  of  sale,  and  subject  to 
the  Regulations  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  under  Section 
10  of  the  Act. 

If  Petroleum  Spirit  is  held  in  any  other  manner,  a licence  from  the 
licensing  authority  is  required  for  storage. 
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It  is  also  emphasized  that  the  reason  for  licensing  is  to  ensure 
safety. 

Once  again,  I am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Fire  Service  of  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  for  their  prompt  and  valuable  assistance 
given  to  me  on  all  occasions  when  contact  was  made  with  then.  On  no 
occasion  did  they  take  any  delay  in  coming  forward  with  their  expert 
knowledge  when  dealing  with  any  single  application. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  - AIR  POLLUTION. 


The  principal  legislation  in  this  country  dealing  with  air 
pollution  is  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  This  supersedes  the  Public 
Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  which  in  turn  amended  the  Smoke 
Abatement  Section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875* 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  efforts  to 
secure  a new  Clean  Air  Act  to  supplement,  improve  and  remove  a few 
weaknesses  in  the  original  Act.  It  is  envisaged  that  before  very 
long  the  new  and  strengthened  legislation  will  appear. 

Another  important  legislation  development  was  the  publication 
during  the  year  of  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  of  ' Grit  and  Dust 
Emmission  1 which  was  followed  by  the  issue  of  Regulations  under 
Section  7 (2)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  These  Regulations  are 
coming  into  operation  in  May,  1968. 

The  Regulations  briefly  state %- 

(i)  That  the  Regulations  enable  the  local  authority  to 

require  the  making  of  recordings  of  measurement  of 
grit  and  dust  from  a furnace  or  oven  covered  by 
Section  7 (l)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

(ii)  The  provision  of  the  necessary  apparatus  and  the  supply 

to  the  local  authority  of  the  results  of  the  measurements. 

I would  point  out  that  fumes  and  gases  from  industrial  processes  are 
controlled  through  the  Alkali  &c.,  Works  Act,  1906,  administered  by  the 
Alkali  Inspectorate.  Under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  smoke,  dust  and  grit 
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emmission  from  certain  scheduled  processes  are  also  the  responsibility 
of  the  Inspectorate  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Alkali  Act  are  extended  to  apply  to  smoke,  dust  and  grit  from  premises 
controlled  under  the  Act  as  they  do  to  noxious  or  offensive  gases.  Thus 
from  the  31st  December,  1956?  virtually  all  forms  of  air  pollution  from 
processes  registered  under  the  Alkali  Act  will  be  subject  to  control 
under  the  Act  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate. 

Any  other  parts  of  the  work  are  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
authority. 

During  the  year  five  incidents  of  breakdown  of  plant  occurred  at 
Spencer  Works,  Hanwem,  and  on  each  occasion,  the  management 
contacted  the  Department,  giving  the  exact  time  of  the  breakdown  . 
together  with  the  approximate  period  of  time  that  the  repairs  would 
take  to  bring  the  plant  back  to  normal  working  conditions,  so  that 
the  local  authority  was  aware  of  the  abnormal  conditions  that  existed 
and  the  duration  of  the  discharge  into  the  external  air. 

The  following  pages  show  the  statistics  received  from  the  Public 
Analyst's  quarterly  Reports s- 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


1st  Quarter  1967 


LANGSTONE. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre ) 

29 

22 

1 1 

S02 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

57 

54 

37 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( nil  1 igranne  s/ sq.h^tre/day) 

86 

120 

108 

UNDERWOOD . 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

41 

28 

16 

S02 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

62 

63 

59 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( ni 11 igranne s/ sq.netre/day) 

169 

252 

158 

BISHTON. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.net re) 

28 

28 

16 

S02 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

40 

55 

70 

Undissilved 

Solids 

( nil 1 igranne s/ sq. netre/ day) 

294 

494 

388 

LLANWERN. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

47 

33 

19 

S02 

( nicrogrannes/  cu .netre ) 

58 

33 

34 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( nil 1 igranne s/ sq.netre/day) 

604 

434 

250 

NASH. 

Snoke 

( ni cr ogranne s/cu .netre ) 

19 

15 

7.9 

SO  2 

(nicrogrannes/cu. netre) 

36 

.41 

40 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( ni 1 1 igranne  s /s  q . ne  t r o/ day ) 

186 

144 

100 

WHITSON. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

24 

14 

5.8 

SO  2 

(nicrogrannes/ cu. netre) 

49 

39 

42 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(nilligrannes/ sq.netre/day) 

152 

163 

96 

Be narks : 


These  figures  show  the  usual  seasonal  trends  uith  the  undissolvcd 
solids  reflecting  the  high  rainfall  in  the  latter  part  of  February. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


2nd  Quarter  1967 


LANGSTONE 

• 

Apl. 

May. 

Jun 

Smoke 

(micro  grammes/ cu.  metro) 

20 

13 

11 

S02 

( mi cro  gramme  s/cu . me  t r o ) 

48 

43 

48 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.netro/day) 

61 

138 

67 

UNDERWOOD 

• 

Smoke 

(microgramnes/ cu.net re) 

32 

16 

14 

S02 

(micro grammes/ cu. metre) 

83 

65 

66 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq. metre/ day) 

296 

209 

155 

BISHTON. 

Smoke 

(micro  gramme  s/cu . no t r e ) 

22 

15 

13 

S02 

(microgramnes/ cu. metro) 

57 

59 

62 

Undissolved 

Solids 

( nil 1 i gramme  s /s  q . me  t r e/day ) 

152 

383 

305 

LLANWERN. 

Smoko 

(microgramnes/ cu. metre) 

22 

18 

10 

S02 

(microgramnes/ cu. metro ) 

47 

34 

37 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(nilligrannos/sq. metre/ day) 

165 

730 

138 

NASH. 

Smoko 

( microgramnes/ cu. net re ) 

9.7 

4.3 

3 

S02 

(microgramnes/ cu. metre) 

37 

19 

22 

TUndis  solved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

92 

119 

58 

WHITSON. 

Smoke 

(nicrogrannes/cu. metre) 

18 

7*5 

6, 

S02 

(microgramnes/ cu. metre) 

61 

31 

36 

Undissolved 

Solids 

(milligrammes/ sq.metre/day) 

80 

165 

218 

Remarks  s 

The  heavy  rainfall  in  May  is  reflected  in  the  Suspended  Solids 
results,  whilst  the  Smoko  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  values  show  the  usual 
seasonal  trend. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


3rd  Quarter  1967 


LANGSTONE. 

Jul. 

Aug:. 

Sep. 

f 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.net re) 

12 

12 

15 

SO  2 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

44 

37 

32 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/sq.netre/ day) 

155 

120 

122 

UNDERWOOD. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

10 

11  ‘ 

19 

SO  2 

(micro  granne s/ cu . ne  t r e ) 

47 

34 

35 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/day) 

445 

221 

8322 

BISHTON. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

15 

19 

18 

S02 

(micro  granne  s/cu . ne  t r e ) 

54 

54 

37 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/sq.netre/day) 

800 

450 

622 

LLANWERN. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

12 

15 

17 

S02 

(nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

35 

25 

24 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

657 

431 

464 

NASH. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

3 

7 

7 

S02 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

22 

157 

11 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

1040 

314 

306 

7/HIT  SON. 

Snoke 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

3 

8 ' 

9 

SO  2 

(nicrogrannes/ cu.netre) 

32 

34 

41 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

138 

140 

190 

Renarks i 

The  Underwood  sanple  of  September,  1967  contained  considerable  soil 
which  accounted  for  very  high  undissolved  solids.  The  Llanwem  sanple 
for  September  was  also  cont animated. 

The  snoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  show  the  usual  trend,  but  the  Undissolved 
Solids  at  Nash  and  Bishton  in  July  were  unexpectedly  high. 

Iron  results  were  not  done  on  the  Septenber,  1967  solids  because  of 
cont animation  of  part  of  the  set. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


4th  Quarter  1967 


LANGSTONE. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Snoke  (nicrogranaes/ cu. metre ) 

13 

37 

32 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

32 

71 

49 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

125 

113 

103 

UNDERWOOD. 

Snoke  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

20 

16 

30 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

50 

15 

35 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

525 

264 

265 

BISHTON. 

Snoke  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

22 

34 

34 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

49 

27 

30 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/sq.netre/day) 

306 

396 

309 

LLANWERN. 

Snoke  (nicrogrannes/ cu.netre ) 

17 

40 

42 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

28 

49 

54 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

401 

327 

347 

NASH. 

Snoke  ( ni c ro granne  s/cu . ne  t r e ) 

5 

24 

25 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

9 

26 

39 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/day) 

163 

213 

151 

WHITSON. 

Snoke  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

4 

20 

20 

S02  (nicrogrannes/cu.netre) 

32 

53 

58 

Undissolved 

Solids  (nilligrannes/ sq.netre/ day) 

147 

120 

253 

Re parks ; 

The  Snoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  figures  contained  the  usual  seasonal 
changes.  The  undissolved  Solids  at  Underwood  in  October  were  higher 
than  usual. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963. 


From  the  1st  January,  1 964?  no  person  may  keep  a Boarding 
Establishment  for  animals  unless  it  has  been  licensed  under  the  Act  by 
the  local  authority. 

This  legislation  is  concerned  with  animal  health  and  welfare  and  has 
no  direct  connection  with  the  normal  public  health  functions  of  the  local 
authority. 

An  applicant  for  a licence  under  the  Act  must  pay  a fee  not  exceeding 
ten-shillings. 

In  determining  whether  to  grant  a licence  for  the  keeping  of  a 
boarding  establishment  for  animals,  by  any  person,  at  any  premises,  the 
local  authority  must  have  regard  to  the  followings- 

(1)  The  animal  shall  be  supplied  with  suitable  food,  drink 
and  bedding  material. 

(2)  All  reasonable  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  and 
control  the  spead  among  animals  of  any  infectious  disease, 
including  the  provision  of  isolation  facilities. 

(3)  Animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation 
suitable  as  respects  construction,  size  of  quarters,  numbers 
of  occupants,  exercising  facilities,  temperature,  lighting, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

(4)  A register  must  be  kept  containing  a description  of  any 
animals  received,  with  dates  of  arrival  and  departure,  and  the 
name  and  address  of  the  owner. 

All  premises  registered  have  been  visited  during  the  year,  and  no 
contraventions  were  found  which  necessitated  any  action  by  the  Department. 

The  following  are  the  registered  premises  which  were  granted  renewal 
of  their  existing  licences s- 


Name  of  Applicant 
Mrs.  A.  Dodds, 

Mrs.  J.  Jones, 

Mrs.  E.  Jackson, 

Mr.  J.  J.  Jones  & 


Premises  Number  of  Animals 

Penlodge  Kennels,  25  Dogs  + 4 ^ats. 

Llanvaches . 

Hunters  Lodge  Kennels,  20  Dogs. 

Penhow . 


Aldonnels  Kennels,  15  Dogs. 

Llanvaches . 

Streamline  Kennels,  ^ 25  Dogs. 

Lower  Mount  Pleasant  ^arm, 

Rogers tone. 


Pantyreos  Farm, 
Henllys . 
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Mrs.  A.  E.  Pocock, 


18  Dogs 


REFUSE 


The  question  of  refuse  with  particular  reference  to  collection  and 
disposal  has  always  been  a very  important  subject  matter  in  public  health 
and  I feel  that  I should  axquaint  you  with  the  followings  - 

The  Ministry  were  mindful  of  the  importance  and  difficulties 
encountered  by  local  authorities  in  trying  to  meet  the  problem  with  a 
satisfactory  answer,  with  the  result  that  a Working  Party  was  set  up  to 
report  on  refuse  collection.  The  terms  of  reference  being  1 to  examine 
the  fact  of  refuse  collection,  to  what  extent  it  is  unsatisfactory,  what 
the  difficulties  are,  and  what  methods  are  proving  most  successful  and  to 
consider  v/hat  advice  can  be  given  to  local  authorities  on  how  to  obtain 
the  best  results ' . 

After  four  years  of  meetings  and  deliberations  the  long  awaited 
' Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Collection  ’ was  published  in  May 
and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  endorsed  the  principal 
recommendations  the  Working  Party  made,  apart  from  many  important 
suggestions,  the  only  system  recommended  for  the  collection  of  refuse 
are  the  dustless  loading  and  the  paper  sack  system.  They  also  stated 
that  all  authorities  should  be  prepared  to  remove  all  house  refuse, 
including  bulky  articles,  free  of  charge.  This  is  a sensible  suggestion 
because  many  householders  find  great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  unwanted 
articles  too  large  to  put  into  the  dustbin. 

I am  also  pleased  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  has  appointed  a Working  Party  to  consider  the  various  methods 
available  for  the  ' disposal  ’ of  refuse  and  ascertain  how  satisfactorily 
they  are  being  operated;  to  evaluate  these  methods  with  particular  regard 
to  the  increasing  quantities  and  changing  character  of  refuse  and  to 
consider  what  advice  should  be  given  to  local  authorities  and  others 
concerned  on  the  choice  of  methods  best  suited  to  local  conditions  and 
on  the  practical  aspects  of  refuse  disposal  generally. 

The  Ministry  were  also  perturbed  by  the  number  of  old  motor-cars, 
bedsteads  and  other  discarded  household  bric-a-bac  which  festoons  our 
countryside.  I can  imagine  rubbish  being  discarded  from  the  car  boot 
and  roofrack  and  unceremoniously  flung  into  the  hedges  or  just  onto  the 
roadside  verges. 
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In  order  to  combat  these  most  unsatisfactory  conditions,  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act,  1967>  came  into  operation,,  This  Act,  amongst  other 
matters,  empowers  local  authorities  to  provide  sites  for  the  deposit  of 
bulky  refuse  and  such  sites  must  be  so  situated  and  kept,  as  not  to 
give  cause  for  complaint „ What  the  Act  does,  is  to  require  local 
Authorities  to  set  up  places  v/here  refuse,  including  old  motor  vehicles, 
can  be  left  free  of  charge.  It  also  extends  their  functions  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  abandoned  motor  cars. 

Since  August,  it  has  been  a Statutory  offence  to  abandon  a motor  car 
without  authority,  with  afine  of  £100  for  a first  offence. 

However,  suitable  tipping  sites  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
to  find.  It  appears  even  when  they  are  available,  that  public  health 
and  planning  requirements  are  apt  to  pose  problems. 

A growing  number  of  local  authorities  are  looking  forward  to 
mechanical  refuse  disposal  as  the  answer  to  their  difficulties.  For 
many  rural  district  councils,  pulverisation  and  incineration  have  proved 
an  attractive  proposition  and  I am  very  glad  to  note  that  the  Council  are 
actively  persuing  not  only  proposals  mentioned  on  the  Working  Party  Report 
on  Refuse  Collection,  but  the  high  possibility  of  considering  incineration 
as  a measure  of  assisting  in  dealing  with  refuse  disposal. 

Again,  during  the  year,  the  Department  received  complaints  of 
illegal  disposal  of  rubbish  on  open  land  and  near  highways  without  any 
recourse  with  the  offending  party.  However,  we  carried  out  the  removal 
as  promptly  as  possible. 

Regular  visits  in  connection  with  rodent  control  were  carried  out  at 
both  refuse  tips  and  periodical  dressings  were  given  with  D.D.T  base  fly 
dressing  to  control  insect  pests. 


I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


I.  James, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

Dane swell, 

Newport,  Mon. 

NPT  4ST 

Telephone;  Newport  64181. 
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